The Caspersen School, Drew University, MLitt Thesis Proposal Form (Rev. Feb. 2019)

M.LITT. THESIS PROPOSAL FORM
Arts & Letters Program

M.Litt. Thesis students fill out this form only. The M.Litt. Thesis Proposal is the sole step needed for approval. As part of the approval process, the Convener will consult with the Thesis Advisor and, if proposed, the Second Reader, who must agree to accept the assignment. After approval, the student meets with the Thesis Advisor and Second Reader if proposed, and then enrolls in the required course for Thesis writing, ARLT 990/M.Litt. Thesis. 

Please answer all questions on this form. Please do not change the order of the information. Please keep all of the text of the form on the form and type your answers below each numbered information/question on the form. 


1. Student Name, ID Number, Email and Phone:	                                                                                                 

2. Brief Statement of Topic – one or two sentences:	

3. Suggestion of your thesis/claim/defined perspective that you will argue in your Thesis – one or two sentences:

4. Overview of the Topic (approx. 250 words). This overview must also include:

a) a brief statement on the way/s in which your Thesis is interdisciplinary
b) mention of any central primary texts to be consulted
c) citation details for three to five pieces of secondary scholarship that are especially relevant to your study – provide a brief annotation of the contents and argument, and in addition a sentence on why that work of scholarship is relevant to your own study. 

5. Annotated list of all courses relevant to the Thesis that you have taken. `Relevant’ means any of the following: 
a) The course was on the same materials as you are studying in your Thesis; 
b) The course was on materials that are historically related to those considered in your Thesis; 
c) The course was on materials that are thematically related to those considered in your Thesis; 
d) The course used a methodology that you will use in your Thesis;
e) Another way the course is relevant, which you identify in your annotation to the course

Please provide for each relevant course: 
a) Course number and title
b) Instructor of the course
c) Semester or summer in which you took the course, including year
d) One-three sentences (annotation) describing how the course is relevant to your Thesis

6. Suggested Thesis Advisor. M.Litt. Thesis has a Committee consisting of an Advisor or an Advisor plus a Second Reader.
Your M.Litt. Thesis Advisor should be a CSGS A&L faculty member. It should be someone from whom you have taken at least one relevant course at Drew. It is preferable to have asked this faculty member about her/his availability prior to your submission of this form; please indicate whether you have done so. 
If you wish to work with an Advisor who is not a faculty member in A&L but in another Drew Program, please list that person’s name with a brief rationale for why you wish to have this faculty member as your Advisor.
If a proposed Second Reader is a faculty member at Drew, please list that name here. If you are proposing a Second Reader who is not a faculty member at Drew, you must provide that professor’s email here with a brief rationale for why you wish to include this faculty member in your Thesis project.
Any Advisor or Reader to be appointed to a Thesis Committee who is not from Drew will be required to submit a curriculum vitae in advance of the official appointment.
Proposed Advisor (have you contacted?): 
(Optional) Proposed Second Reader (have you contacted?):

[bookmark: _GoBack]7. Anticipated date of graduation:                                                                           

Fall _______ 		Spring _______		Year:  20_____

[bookmark: _Hlk494957731]PLEASE EMAIL THIS FORM TO THE CONVENER OF THE ARTS & LETTERS PROGRAM

This Proposal must be presented to the Convener of Arts & Letters. If the Convener has any questions or comments s/he will be in touch with the student. As part of the approval process, the Convener will be in touch with the proposed Advisor and, if applicable, the proposed Second Reader. The committee member/s must agree to accept the assignment. After review of the topic and consultation with the proposed committee, if the Proposal is successful it will be approved by the Convener. Upon approval of the Proposal, the student then meets with the Advisor and if applicable the Second Reader to discuss and outline the Thesis project. After approval of the Proposal, the student is eligible to enroll in the required course for Thesis writing, ARLT 990/M.Litt. Thesis. For an overview, see the CSGS Arts & Letters Handbook, available at https://www.drew.edu/caspersen/the-caspersen-student-experience/resources-for-current-students/.There is also a handy Checklist that is available from the Convener upon request. 
