RISE Talks Series
Who? 
Professor Alan Rosan, Department of Chemistry
What?

The Life and Times of Silicon: 

                      Is There a Silicon Based Biochemistry?
When?
12:00-1:00 on Thursday, November 12
Where?

Hall of Sciences, Room 326
All life on Earth is based on the chemical choreography of the trace element carbon.  Many have speculated that other elements may form the basis of other biologys.  We ask: Is there an analogous silicon based biochemistry?  As components of a putative silyl biochemistry, silicon centered analogues of alpha amino acids have been investigated. Silyl alanine has been studied theoretically and metathetic trans-silylation routes to potential silicon centered amino acid precursors have been evaluated.  The potential for silicon to provide a structural platform for biomolecules will be described and discussed.
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